
Location Description Photo 

Dublin Swim Center / 
The Wave 

The original Dublin Swim 
Center, opened on Village 
Parkway in 1973, next to 
Dublin High.  It was closed 
and demolished following the 
opening of The Wave, at 
Emerald Glen Park, in 2017  

 

Green Store / Current Built in 1860 by John Green, 
it served the little community 
as a general store.  Through 
the years it's been a store, 
library, restaurant, bar, and is 
now a church.  In 1916, it 
appeared in a scene of the 
silent film, "Rebecca of 
Sunnybrook Farm" which 
starred Mary Pickford. 

 

Tesla/Drive-In Movie In 1964, the San Ramon Auto 
Movies opened.  It drew 
movie viewers, and their 
automobiles, from 
throughout the Tri-Valley.  
Now the same location sells 
and services electric cars as 
the Dublin Tesla dealership. 

 
 

Caspers (Old and still the 
same) 

In Dublin legend there is the 
story that the city was, for a 
while, known as the fast-food 
capital of the country.  
Caspers was there at the 
beginning of the legend and 
still serves the community 
today.  

 

Food Lab/Public Safety Foremost Food Laboratory 
opened in 1966 to test and 
develop new dairy products.   
One early feature was hiring 
local "food testers" to try 
new treats.  Foremost 
eventually closed and the 
National Food Laboratory 
took over.  Now the property 
is the Public Safety Complex. 

 



Original Dublin 
Offices/Civic 

In late 1982, a modest two-
story office building housed 
the first city offices and other 
local businesses.  A purpose-
built Civic Center opened to 
much fanfare in 1989. 

 
 

Hacienda Crossing/Santa 
Rita Jail 

Before it was the Hacienda 
Crossings shopping center, 
the original Santa Rita Jail 
occupied the location near 
what is now Interstate 580 
and Creek.  The jail was there 
from 1947 through 1989 
when the new jail was built 
on Broder Blvd. 

 

Shannon 
Park/Community Center 

Old/New 

Before the city of Dublin 
existed, the Valley 
Community Services District 
built amenities for the 
community.  The first 
Shannon Center and park 
opened in 1968.  Rebuilt in 
2009, the new Shannon 
Center hosts many public and 
private events. 

 

Hexcel Hexcel was one of the early 
"high tech" companies in 
Dublin.  Opening here in 
1967 in the former Royal 
Industries site, it closed its 
operations in 2022. 

 
Bart East The transcontinental train 

bypassed Dublin for 
Pleasanton in 1869.  But the 
train, this time BART, came 
to Dublin in 1997.  The first 
Dublin BART station was, 
oddly enough, close to the 
old freight train right of way, 
what we now know as the 
Iron Horse Trail.  

 
 
 



First Street light (SRVB 
and Amador) 

While Dublin is known as the 
Crossroads of the Bay Area, 
with notable roadways 
including the Lincoln 
Highway running through 
town, this intersection was 
the first to receive modern 
day streetlights in XXXX 

 
Romleys Market/Current 

Kolb House 

Before it was the Dublin 
Heritage Park & Museums, it 
was the Romley's 
Market/Drug City shopping 
center.  The center included 
a drug store, restaurant, 
liquor store, bicycle shop, bus 
stop, bar,  barber shop and 
other amenities.  Romley's 
was the second supermarket 
in Dublin.  

Iceland One of Dublin’s most 
nostalgic and recognizable 
recreational facilities, 
Iceland, has been a staple in 
the community for many 
years. It opened in 1975 and 
many residents had a great 
time learning to ice skate 
here as kids and now bring 
their kids back here to do the 
same. 

 

Earl Anthony’s Early Anthony - 1938-2001, 
arguably the most notable 
professional bowler.  Doors 
have been open for more 
than 45 years and has hosted 
many local, regional, and 
national professional bowling 
events. 

 
Mervyns Back to school shopping! 

Mervyns was one of the few 
Dublin's clothing retailers for 
many years. Chances are if 
you were a kid or had kids in 
the 80's and 90's you visited 
Mervyns for that perfect 
back to school outfit. 

 

 



1st Purpose Built Library 
/ Senior Center 

Libraries have been a part of 
Dublin’s history dating back 
to the early 1900s, but the 
first facility to be built with 
the purpose of being a library 
was opened in 1979. In 2003 
the library moved to its 
current location right next to 
Dublin Civic Center and the 
old building was converted 
into the current Senior 
Center. 

 

Fire Station 16 Dublin's first Fire Station, 
operated by Dublin San 
Ramon Services District and 
then Dougherty Valley 
Regional Fire Authority, 
opened in 1968.  After 
numerous renovations and 
expansion in the 1990's and 
early 2000's, first purpose-
built Fire station, Station #16, 
is now operated by Alameda 
County Fire Department 
providing services to the City 
of Dublin. 

 

First Purpose Built Post 
Office 

Postal services in Dublin 
dates to the 1860's with 
operations and post masters 
working out of shared 
facilities such as the Green 
General Store or Dougherty 
Station Hotel. The first 
standalone building 
dedicated as a post office 
opened in 1964 and is still 
operating today. 

 

Dublin Elementary (First 
“Dublin” School) 

Dublin Elementary opened in 
1961 at its current location.  
This school is now the oldest 
and longest operating school 
in the Dublin Unified School 
District that is substantially 
similar and in its original 
location. 

 
 
 



Dublin Sports Grounds For many years the Dublin 
Sports Grounds were 
operated by Valley 
Community Services District. 
In 1988 the City of Dublin 
took over operations of the 
park. Countless athletes of all 
ages and from all over the 
Tri-Valley have enjoyed this 
iconic facility.   
 

 

Antone School House In 1911, farm families living 
along Tassajara Road near 
the Contra Costa County line 
decided they didn't want to 
send their children all the 
way to Pleasanton or Dublin 
to go to school.  They created 
their own school district and 
one room school which they 
named the Antone School.  it 
closed in 1944 but there is a 
replica now at the entrance 
to the Wallis Ranch 
development. 

 

Gleason Side Emerald 
Glen Park – Shoemaker 

Naval Hospital 

Dublin's first hospital opened 
in 1943 as Shoemaker Naval 
Hospital.  Built to take care of 
the over 60,000 sailors and 
Marines at Camp Parks and 
Camp Shoemaker, it also 
served the local community.  
Later, as Parks Air Force Base 
hospital in took care of 
recruits and the local 
families.  It closed in the mid-
1950s.  Emerald Glen Park 
occupies some of the former 
hospital grounds. 

 

 


